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Mr. Buss seems to borrow the coloring of his portrait. In treating 
the later years of St. Paul's life the author usually indicates clearly the 
hypothetical character of the alleged events, but is occasionally too 
much influenced by the reckless conjectures of more dogmatic writers, 
as when he quotes with approval Ramsay's remark that, in asserting his 
Roman citizenship, " Paul could not have used the exact words which 
Luke reports," but must have spoken in Latin, for " no avis Romanus 
would claim his rights in Greek." The tone of the book is reverential 
— almost studiedly so; the author seldom loses an opportunity to 
point a moral ; and in disputed questions, such as the accuracy of St. 
Luke's statement about the "taxing" under Cyrenius, he never fails to 
defend the traditional view. 

Henry F. Burton. 
University of Rochester, 
Rochester, N. Y. 



Das Messiasgeheimnis in den Evangelien. Zugleich ein Bei- 
trag zum Verstandnis des Markusevangeliums. Von W. 
Wrede. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1901. 
Pp. xiii + 291. M. 8. 

The criticism of the gospels has within recent years occupied itself 
very largely with the attempt to discover the sources of the synoptists. 
It has been a question of whether an original Mark underlies the first 
three gospels in their present form, or two documents, one of which 
may be loosely identified with the Logia of Papias. Dr. Wrede turns 
away from this pursuit to what he deems a more fruitful theme ; namely, 
the question, What do we know of the life of Jesus ? what do we know 
of the history of the earliest conceptions and representations of him 
among his followers ? In the solution of the problem, he naturally 
starts with the gospel of Mark, agreeing with the majority of scholars 
that this gospel, or, at any rate, a document almost identical with it, lies 
at the basis of the synoptics. But was Mark composed as a plain life- 
history of Jesus ? Undoubtedly not. The author of Mark does not 
possess a historical view of Jesus Christ. The plan of the gospel is 
not determined by a clear grasp and a full knowledge of the details of 
Jesus' life. He was writing under the spell of a theological, or, at best, 
of a religious idea, rather than under that of a historical one. And 
his idea is this : During his earthly life, the messiahship of Jesus is a 
special secret. No one besides his three closest trusted disciples must 
know of it. Only with his resurrection should the secret be made 
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known. This is Wrede's thesis. Mark writes in order to explain why 
Jesus was not recognized by his contemporaries as the Messiah. His 
explanation is that he did not wish to be recognized until after the 
resurrection. He takes special pains to hide his messiahship from 
men. He commands the sick whom he has healed, not to publish the 
miraculous way of their cure. He enjoins silence on the demons that 
seem to know him. He creates a special circle of three among his 
followers to keep the secret. He speaks in parables, chiefly in order 
to conceal his personality. He hints at a mystery of the kingdom 
(jxvarrrjpiov t>}s j8a<riA«as) which can be nothing else than that he himself 
is the Messiah. It is along this line that Wrede builds his argument 
for the tendency origin of the gospel of Mark. In Matthew and Luke 
the idea of a secret messiahship is still present, but does not constitute 
the center of the narratives. In the fourth gospel there is no longer a 
question of self-concealment on the part of Jesus. He can claim that 
he has spoken openly before the people. 

From this brief sketch of Wrede's argument, it will be easily seen 
that his treatise involves much more than the investigation of a spe- 
cific question. It is, in fact, an effort to explain the reports of the life 
and work of Jesus as the result of a rapid and radical transformation 
within a very short period. The real Jesus is, according to this por- 
traiture, soon lost in the cloud of opinions formed about him by his 
followers. The gospels may not be mythical, but they certainly can- 
not serve as reliable sources of information about him. Wrede depre- 
cates subjectivity in criticism, but his method of treating the sources 
leaves him practically nothing but the subjective element to work with. 
Critical sensitiveness may be developed to abnormality, just as the 
optic nerve may become so acute in its response to the touch of light 
that it will not perceive things in their real proportions and colors. 
This is what we fear has come to pass in the case of our author. 

A. C. Zenos. 

The McCormick Theological Seminary. 
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These pleasant pages are designed to^introduce the clerical reader 

to patristic literature in its widest sense. From Clement of Rome down 

to Photius and Bede every important Christian writer in Greek or Latin 



